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7 PLAN STRATEGIES 
7.1 INTRODUCTION 

A city’s long range planning document outlines a future scenario that sets decision making guidance 
for city staff and elected officials and sets a vision for its residents.  This document sets this vision 
for East Grand Forks for the next 30 years into 2045, guided by the future land use plan in Chapter 
6 and the goals and polices in Chapter 5.  This chapter outlines plan strategies that serve as a tool 
for implementation of the defined vision.  These strategies include: 

• Phasing Plan 
• Area Concept Plans 
• The Public Realm 
• Environment 

This chapter should be referenced and thoughtfully modified, when warranted, as the community 
is faced with decisions and issues that have the potential to affect its future. 

7.2 PHASING PLAN 
The future land use plan provided within this chapter provides a future land use designation for 
more area than is needed to accommodate the projected growth within the planning horizon.   The 
purpose of developing a phasing plan within the East Grand Forks 2045 Land Use Plan is to provide 
guidance for orderly implementation of the land use plan throughout the community.  This guide 
should be referenced by city staff, elected officials and the public to define likely growth areas 
within the specified timeframes, allowing for planned utility, roadway and infrastructure 
extensions.  Using the projected growth rates discussed in Chapter 6, an analysis of the future land 
use designations was completed to determine the most feasible locations for growth with in the 
near, mid and long term planning time frames based on utility and street extensions, potential costs, 
and proximity to other land uses.  Commercial, industrial, low density residential and medium 
density residential growth was defined within the near, mid, and long term timeframes to meet the 
future population needs, as shown in Table 7.1.  The locations of this growth is provided in Figure 
7.1, and described below.  The areas shown in Figure 7.1 account for more land use consumption 
than was defined in the forecasted projections discussed in Chapter 6.  The additional areas provide 
additional flexibility for the City as future development decisions are made.  This consumption 
should be closely monitored as development occurs.  The projected versus defined acreages are 
shown in Table 7.1. 

 

 

 

 

 

66 
 
 



Table 7.1 - Projected Population and Defined Acreage Consumption 
 

Additional 
Population 

Low Density 
Residential 

Medium Density 
Residential Commercial Industrial 

Projected Defined Projected Defined Projected Defined Projected Defined 

Near Term 
(2015-2025) 

844 
people 64 acres 64 acres 16 acres 22 

acres 28 acres 37 
acres 41 acres 46 

acres 

Mid Term 
(2025-2035) 

922 
people 69 acres 73 acres 18 acres 22 

acres 31 acres 45 
acres 45 acres 57 

acres 

Long Term 
(2035-2045) 

1,009 
people 76 acres 98 acres 19 acres 45 

acres 34 acres 50 
acres 49 acres 63 

acres 

Total 2,775 
people 

209 
acres 

235 
acres 53 acres 89 

acres 93 acres 131 
acres 

135 
acres 

165 
acres 

Near Term (2015 – 2025)  
Growth within the near term focuses on infill development within the core of the city.  It is 
understood that some outward growth will occur prior to the infill of all vacant parcels, therefore 
it was assumed that 50 percent of the vacant parcels would be developed within the near term.  
The remaining acreage for each land use type was then assumed to be outward growth.  This 
growth includes low density residential to the west of the Valley Golf Course and industrial 
development within the existing industrial park.  Medium density residential is included the near 
term growth throughout multiple locations, serving as a buffer between land uses.  Additionally, 
mixed-use development is included in the near term for the redevelopment of underutilized or 
vacant properties. 

Mid Term (2025 – 2035) 
Mid term growth includes additional infill development within the city’s core with growth 
expanding outward at the city’s fringes.  This term assumes that up to 75 percent of vacant parcels 
will be developed by 2035.  The remaining growth will occur adjacent to existing development 
areas throughout the city’s expansion area.  Large sections of low and medium density residential 
are included in the north and south ends of East Grand Forks.  Areas of commercial and industrial 
growth are focused on along US 2 corridor.   

Long Term (2035 – 2045)  
Long term growth includes the development of 90 percent of the vacant parcels within the city’s 
core.  The remaining growth areas focus on continued growth along previously identified areas.  
Outward growth continues east along the major travel corridors of the city.  Large tracts of low 
density residential are identified in the northern portion of the city’s growth area.  Industrial 
growth areas are focused on the south side of US 2 and near the American Crystal Sugar facility.  
A large area of commercial, medium density and low density residential land use is identified for 
growth within the long term on the south end of the city along Rhinehart Dr. 
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7.3 AREA CONCEPT PLANS 
Following the completion of the future 
land use plan, three priority 
development sites were identified for 
further study.  This study would result in 
the development of an area concept 
plan for each location, providing detail 
beyond the future land use plan.  Each 
area concept plan provides an example 
master plan that defines lots, street 
right-of-way, and other enhancements.  
These master plans should serve as an 
additional tool for the city to use when 
working with property owners or 
perspective developers.   

The development of the area concept 
plans allowed for an additional level of 
detail to be considered within the long 
range planning process.  The future land 
use plan was used as a base to define the 
location of each land use type, while the 
existing zoning regulations were used to 
define appropriate dimensional 
standards. The area concept plans 
focused on achieving the goals and polices of this plan.  Multiple population groups were considered 
during the plan development, with focus placed on diversity of housing options, access to multiple 
modes of travel, and proximity to employment, goods and services.   

Two alternatives were developed for each of the area concept plan locations, similar to the 
development of the land use plan.  These alternatives were vetted by the steering committee, 
allowing for the creation of a preferred alternative for each location.  The following provides a 
discussion of each area concept plan and a summary of advantages and disadvantages of each. 

Location 1 
The first area concept plan, Location 1 (Figure 7.2), was developed for an 80 acre region located 
to the north of 23rd Street NW, between 8th Avenue NW and MN 220.  The eastern 40 acres of 
Location 1 was recently annexed into the City of East Grand Forks, while the remaining 40 acres 
remains within the Grand Forks Township’s jurisdiction.  The area is comprised of existing 
agricultural land, other than an existing drainage ditch which segments the parcel from east to 
west.  The 180-foot wide ditch continues west of the area concept plan location, carrying storm 
water to retention ponds in the Valley Golf Course.  The area is generally flat, with limited 
elevation changes across the 80 acres.   

The concept area is surrounded on three sides with existing development and three established 
roadways, 8th Avenue NW, 23rd Street NW and MN 220.  The development to the south and west 

Area Concept Plan Locations 
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is currently annexed into the city and serviced by municipal utilities, lessening any challenges for 
future extension into Location 1.  There is an existing 50-foot utility easement parallel to the 23rd 
Street NW right-of-way which will affect the buildable area of lots along the north side of the 
street.   

Location 1 is located within a Census Block Group with an estimated low to moderate income 
population in 2013 of 30.65 percent.  Efforts were made within the development of this area 
concept plan to provide for the development of affordable housing options with the development 
of both low and medium density residential.  Additionally, commercial development was included 
in the plan to provide walkable access to goods, services and employment for residents of the 
area. 

The area concept plan used the land uses defined in the preferred land use plan to begin the 
master planning effort.  The western half of Location 1 was identified as low density residential, 
with the remainder identified as medium density residential and mixed-use.  The proposed plan 
includes a total of 105 single-family lots, three twin home lots and seven multi-family lots ranging 
in size.  Additionally, one commercial lot and six mixed-use lots are included on the eastern side 
of the plan.  The single-family lots were developed to conform to existing dimensional standards 
of the R-1, R-2 and R-3 districts.  Lots to the north of the drain conform to R-1 requirements, while 
the remaining lots targeted the minimum lot size of 7,400 square feet as allowed in the R-2 and 
R-3 districts.   

Where possible, connections to existing streets outside of the concept area where made (i.e. 5th 
Street NW).  These connections allow for access management standards to be maintained and 
establish connectivity into existing developments.  Additionally, suggested future connections are 
included on the concept plan with black arrows.  These locations are included as a consideration 
that should be made while reviewing future proposals.  A frontage road is proposed parallel to 
MN 220, mirroring the existing frontage road to the south. 

Proposed bicycle/pedestrian facilities are shown on all area concept plans.  These facilities are 
intended to provide an expanded facility beyond the existing sidewalks and on-road options.  The 
wide facility is intended as a multi-use trail, to provide for both bicyclists and pedestrians as 
necessary, especially when located outside of public right-of-way.  To facilitate a trail connection 
through Location 1, and strip of land along the northern edge of the drain is proposed for 
dedication in this plan.  This strip could be dedicated to the City/Park District for the development 
of a trail that would connect to the existing sidewalk along 23rd Street NW and allow for future 
connections to the golf course and eventually the Greenway.  Additional park land dedication is 
suggested between the residential properties to the north to provide a connection to future 
development.  A trail easement is proposed between two of the mixed-use lots to provide a trail 
connection to these destinations. 
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Location 1 Advantages 
• Logical extensions of existing streets made into the area to assist with access 

management on highly classified roadways. 
• Trail construction throughout the area provide a future connection between the 

existing city core, future residential growth areas, the golf course, and the Greenway. 
• The proximity of an existing transit route and stop near the area provides easy access 

to the transit system for a large portion of the study area. 
• Residential lots throughout the concept area vary in size, creating an opportunity for 

a variety of housing options.   
• Commercial development along MN 220 provides access for jobs and retail 

opportunities within a close proximity to residential uses.  
• The existing drain is designed to handle the storm water runoff for the area.  Therefore, 

no additional on-site retention is required in the concept area.   
• City utilities are currently in place near the concept area to service existing 

development to the south and west.  Future connections can likely be made to the 
existing infrastructure. 

Location 1 Disadvantages 
• The extension of 3rd Avenue NW to the north will result in the City’s responsibility for 

half of the roadway construction/maintenance when parallel to the drain.  3rd Avenue 
provides an important connection into the area, while maintaining access 
management regulations along 23rd Street NW.  To remedy this challenge, 3rd Avenue 
NW was terminated as soon as possible.  

• The exiting 50-foot utility easement along 23rd Street NW limits the buildable area of 
the lots along the north side of the roadway. 

• Existing drain becomes a barrier between the northern and southern portions of the 
concept area. 

Location 2 
The second area concept plan, Location 2 (Figure 7.3), is located to the north of US Highway 2 just 
east of existing city limits.  The nearly 200 acre area includes existing industrial developments and 
a single residential dwelling.  Location 2 is entirely located outside of existing city limits.  Other 
than the existing developments along US Highway 2, the area is comprised of land in agricultural 
production.   

Location 2 is located within a Census Block Group with an estimated 2013 low to moderate income 
population of 30.6 percent and a minority population of 10.4 percent. The development of the 
area concept plan focused on creating a plan that provided housing and employment 
opportunities for all populations.   

There is existing development to the west and south of Location 2.  Development to the south of 
US 2 is comprised mainly of industrial businesses.  Develop to the west includes primarily multi-
family residential with some commercial uses.  Northland Community and Technical College is 
also located nearby making this area prime for multi-family development.  
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US 2 provides the southern boundary of the concept area.  There is an existing gravel frontage 
roadway parallel to the north side of the highway. 11th Avenue NE, a rural gravel road, extends 
into the subject area from the south and continues north of the levee. 

The preferred future land use plan identified multiple land uses within Location 2.  The southern 
portion includes commercial and commercial/industrial uses, and the remaining portion includes 
low and medium density residential.  The proposed master plan includes a total of 206 single-
family lots, 28 twin home lots, and five multi-family lots.  The single-family lots were created to 
achieve the minimum lot size allowed within the R-2 and R-3 districts with the goal of creating 
affordable housing. The southern half of the area includes a mixture of mixed-use, commercial, 
industrial and commercial/industrial lots of varying sizes.  The mixture of lot sizes allow for a 
diversity of development types, especially within the commercial/industrial land use category.  

Two regional storm water retention ponds have been included in the area concept plan.  These 
ponds could be designed to handle storm water runoff from the surrounding properties – 
reducing or eliminating the need for individual ponds.  There are two options that could be used 
for the development of the ponds.  The first option would include dedication of the parks, 
recreation, and open space to the City for use as a park and retention area.  This process would 
require the City to maintain the pond, but provides the surrounding space as a park.  The second 
option would maintain the storm water areas as individual lots owned by a property owner of 
neighborhood association.  This process requires additional agreements during the review 
process, but reduces the City’s maintenance responsibilities.   

Roadway connections are provided to existing dedicated right-of-way or into new growth areas 
to the extent possible.  Four north/south roadways are included for the full length of the area 
concept plan.  6th Avenue NE and 11th Avenue NE currently extend south of US Highway 2.  The 
other two proposed roadways are intended to connect to the US Highway 2 Frontage Road only.  
19th Street NE and 17th Street NE provide an east/west connection through the entire area.  These 
roadways provide important connections from existing development into the new growth areas. 

A trail has been proposed along 17th Street NE with connections between the proposed residential 
and commercial/industrial uses.  The proposed trail not only provides for recreational 
opportunities for residents, but also provides a non-motorized form of travel between places 
where people, work, and play. 
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Location 2 Advantages 
• Logical extensions of existing streets were made into the area to assist with access 

management on highly classified roadways. 
• Future single-family and multi-family residential uses located near existing and future 

job locations with multiple transportation opportunities. 
• Proposed transit stops within the area provide an alternate form of transportation to 

other areas of the region, or for employees to commute to jobs within the study area.  
This would require expansion of the existing route which runs to the west on 5th Avenue 
NE. 

• Proposed network of trails connect to areas outside of the study area. 
• Varied commercial and industrial lot sizes allow for a variety of potential uses. 
• Single-family lot sizes developed with the minimum lot size allowed within the R-3 

district to increase the affordability of homes within the area. 
• Regional storm water retention ponds provide a centralized green space.  
• Visibility from US 2 should attract a variety of businesses into the area. 
• City utilities are currently in place near the concept area to service existing development 

to the south and west.  Future connections can likely be made to the existing 
infrastructure. 

Location 2 Disadvantages 
• The existing roadway network in and around the area is rural or undeveloped, aside from 

US 2.  The development of this area would require a large initial investment in the 
roadway system, especially to create connections to existing developments. 

• Personal/Business investments have been made to the existing industrial and single-
family uses within the study area.  To achieve the proposed concept plan, these uses 
would need to be vacated and redeveloped. 

Location 3 
The final area concept plan, Location 3 (Figure 7.4), is located south of 16th Street SE to the east 
and west of Rhinehart Drive SE.  Location 3 includes nearly 150 acres in Rhinehart Township.  The 
entire area is location outside of existing city limits.  There are seven existing residential lots that 
gain access off of Rhinehart Drive, while the remainder of the area is agricultural land.  The existing 
earthen levee provides a western border for Location 3. 

There is existing residential development to the north of Location 3.  Developments off of 
Greenway Boulevard and Laurel Drive are within city limits.  There are currently six large 
residential lots that are provided access from 182nd Street SW and are located in the township.  
These six properties are proposed to remain in place, while the remaining properties are proposed 
for redevelopment.  Central Middle School is located one mile to the east off of Bygland Road.  

Access into and out of the area is proposed from Rhinehart Drive SE, which currently runs from 
Bygland Road south to 200th Street (outside of flood protection).  The existing 16th Street SE is 
proposed to extend to the west into the subject area to connect with 182nd Street SW.  182nd 
Street SW is currently a private drive maintained by the property owners.  Reconstruction of the 
street will require dedication of right of way to the City at the time of annexation.  The potential 
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for a future south side bridge would have a major impact on the proposed concept plan.  
Rhinehart Drive would provide a connection from the new bridge to the north, bringing many 
travelers through the area.  

The area concept plan uses the land uses defined with the future land use plan for the area.  A 
combination of commercial, medium density residential and mixed-use are focused long the 
Rhinehart Drive corridor with the remainder of the area containing low density residential.  The 
area concept plan includes 336 single family lots, six twin home lots and eleven multi-family lots.  
The proposed sizes of single-family lots vary throughout the subject area.  Lots on the west side 
of the plan were developed to meet the standards of the R-1 district (minimum of 8,400 square 
feet), while the remaining lots were intended to meet minimum requirements of the R-2 and R-3 
districts (7,400 square feet).  The development of higher intensity uses along Rhinehart Drive 
provides a buffer between a highly used roadway, while providing a central destination for the 
neighborhood. 

Regional storm water retention ponds have been incorporated into the layout in two different 
forms.  A large pond has been included on the west side of the subject area.  This space provides 
for retention for the larger area, while allowing for the development of a neighborhood park 
space. The second form is located on the east side of Rhinehart Drive.  This system provides a 
linear connection and buffer between higher and lower intensity uses.  The layout also allows for 
outdoor space near the commercial uses. 

There are limited existing roadways to connect to within the subject area.  A connection to Laurel 
Drive is provided for along the levee, providing an additional connection to the north.  New right-
of-ways identified in the proposed concept plan have been designed to provide a future 
connection into growth areas, as shown with black arrows. 

A trail network has been proposed within the concept area to provide a circular connection 
between residential, park and commercial uses.  Additionally, two new trail connections across 
the levee are proposed.  This trail extension would connect with the existing Greenway and 
pedestrian bridge over the Red River to the north of the subject area.  These connections provide 
another form of access to the commercial destinations within the concept area from the greater 
region. 
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Location 3 Advantages 
• Logical extensions of existing streets were made into the area to assist with access 

management on highly classified roadways. 
• Future single-family and multi-family residential uses located near existing and future 

job locations with multiple transportation opportunities. 
• Proposed transit stops within the area provide an alternate form of transportation to 

other areas of the region, however, the extension of a transit route to the south would 
be required. 

• Trail construction throughout the area provide a future connection between the 
existing city core, future residential growth areas, the golf course, and the Greenway. 

• Varied commercial and mixed-use lot sizes allow for a variety of potential uses. 
• A mixture of single-family lot sizes is proposed to diversify the housing stock within the 

subject area. 
• Regional storm water retention ponds provide a centralized green space.  
• Multiple connections to future growth areas are provided with this concept. 

Location 3 Disadvantages 
• There are no existing transit routes provided in or near the subject area 
• Personal investments have been made to the existing single-family uses within the study 

area.  To achieve the proposed concept plan, these uses would need to be vacated and 
redeveloped while uses are active. 

• Two roadways are proposed with no lots on one side, resulting in potential funding issues 
during construction. 

• Upgrading 182nd Street SW from a rural to an urban section will require investment and 
right-of-way dedication. 

• Maintaining limited individual access points from Rhinehart Drive for commercial and 
mixed-use sites will be important for future traffic flow through the subject area.  Shared 
parking or alternative access may need to be considered. 

• Limited city infrastructure is present near the area.  The capacity of each existing system 
will need to be reviewed to ensure connections can be made for growth in Location 3. 

7.4 THE PUBLIC REALM 
A city’s public realm includes areas under public ownership and maintenance responsibility, such as 
parks, public properties, highway right of way and street right of way.  These areas are under the 
control of the city or other public partners and provide an opportunity for beautification and 
incentives for the upkeep of adjacent properties.  Elements of the public realm provide spaces for 
citizens and visitors to gather and neighbors to meet.  These spaces contribute a major role in a 
community’s sense of place. 
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Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces 
Publically owned parks, recreation and open spaces comprise nearly 32 percent of the overall land 
area within current city limits.  The approximately 932 acres of parks, recreation and open space 
provide ample opportunities for citizens and visitors to 
gather and recreate.  A major contributor to the large 
amount of park space is the Grand Forks-East Grand Forks 
Greenway, as shown in Figure 7.5.  This partnership allowed 
for the development of approximately 2,200 acres of open 
space between the two communities following the 
construction of permanent flood protection along the Red 
River4. The Greenway provides for a variety of recreational 
activities from over 20 miles of trails, to shore fishing and 
disc golf courses.   

The East Grand Forks Parks and Recreation Department manages twelve parks throughout the 
community of various sizes.  Park facilities range by location, including ball diamonds, skating 
rinks, and playground equipment.  The Parks and Recreation Department also sponsors a variety 
of activities throughout the year.  Maintenance of existing facilities within the park system is just 
as important as the provision of additional park spaces in new growth areas.  The completion of 
Park Master Plan for the overall park system would assist in the maintenance of existing facilities 
while planning for the future. The effort could assist in the determination of existing gaps and 
considerations for future programming to meet the community’s demographics. 

As the city grows, the park system should be expanded accordingly.  The City of East Grand Forks 
currently requires park land or fee in lieu dedication within new subdivisions, which a great first 
step for ensuring that park and recreation needs are met within new growth areas.  As 
development proposals are received, city staff should work with the applicant to determine the 
need for additional parks dedication versus fee in lieu to facilitate park improvements.    
Additionally, city staff should monitor the specific development’s access to park facilities to 
determine if additional facilities, of any scale, are warranted.  Various facility types should also be 
considered during subdivision review.  For example, the creation of open space or park land 
dedication adjacent to storm water ponds should be considered. 

Public Right-of-Way 
The public right-of-way includes streets, sidewalks, alleys and boulevards which provide access to 
private properties throughout the city.  Sidewalks are an important element of the right-of-way, 
as they allow for the movement of pedestrians and bicyclists.  The city should continue to follow 
existing policy and require the construction of sidewalks along all newly constructed streets.   

Public right-of-way not only provides a space for non-motorized and vehicular travel throughout 
the community, but also provides space for underground facilities and active green space 
throughout neighborhoods.  Adequate space for city utilities within the public right-of-way is an 
important factor for consideration during development.  Easements or additional property 
acquisition are required when additional space is needed, poising challenges for future access to 

4 www.greenwayggf.com 
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these facilities.  Additionally, the right-of-way provides a green space element throughout the 
neighborhoods.  Grassed and tree lined boulevards between the street and private properties 
contribute greatly to the sense of place and provide a safe public buffer between the uses.   

Community Facilities 
Public facilities (i.e., city hall, fire and police stations, 
library) and services (i.e., community programs, 
utilities, emergency response) are essential to the 
overall function of a city.  Updating and maintaining 
these elements is critical to the survival of a 
community and for providing for the health, safety 
and welfare of its residents.  The following methods 
should be utilized when considering development 
proposals: 

• Orderly Extension of City Infrastructure – This allows for the expansion of infrastructure in 
a cost effective manner and requires the review of the system’s capacity to ensure the 
provision of quality services.  Cost sharing programs between the city, developers, and 
property owners should be utilized to allocate the cost of newly developed 
infrastructure/facilities in an equitable manner.  The continued requirement of a 
Developer’s Agreement during the subdivision approval process serves as an excellent tool.  
The construction of street and utility infrastructure should be required prior to the 
occupancy of new structures. 

• Monitor the Condition and Service Level of City Infrastructure – To continue to provide a 
high level of infrastructure services, the city should continue to monitor procedures and 
outcomes with regular reviews of the condition and capacity of the city’s systems.  The 
potential extension of services into new growth areas should be included as part of this 
review.  The regular review of facilities should identify and prioritize needed upgrades and 
new facilities. 

• Assess Police and Fire Response Times – A short response time is extremely important for 
the health and safety of East Grand Forks citizens.  The quality of response time should be 
monitored on a regular basis, along with addressing procedures, road maintenance and 
street system extensions.   

• Provide Adequate City Facilities that Facilitate City Tasks and Community Programs – City 
buildings provide spaces for staff and elected officials to carry out daily tasks necessary for 
the function of a city.  City facilities should be monitored for condition, location and use.  
Continued review of this information will assist in the prioritization of necessary updates 
within the city. 

• Ensure the Development of Quality Buildings within the City – The City of East Grand Forks 
should continue to encourage quality private development by setting a precedent with the 
development of city facilities.  Continued compliance with the International Building Code, 
use of programs that assist in the retrofitting or construction of energy efficient building 
systems, use of energy efficient technologies, and development of innovate storm water 
management applications are all methods for promoting excellent development. 
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7.5 ENVIRONMENT 
Many components of a land use plan focus on planning for future development within in a city.  The 
focus of developing in a manner that is designed with the natural environment will help to create a 
sustainable community.  There are a number of practices, programs and projects that East Grand 
Forks can continue to employ, while adopting others, which will reduce the environmental impact 
of current operations and future growth. 

Storm Water Drainage and Detention 
Storm water runoff contributes to 
the contamination of rivers, 
streams, and wetlands due to the 
sediment and chemicals that are 
washed away with runoff.  The City 
of East Grand Forks includes miles 
of shoreline along two major 
waterbodies, the Red River of the 
North and the Red Lake River.  City 
codes and polices require projects 
to have storm drainage and 
detention systems that are 
designed and built to prevent downstream changes in the speed of runoff, the quality of runoff, 
and the cleanliness of runoff before it is allowed back into surrounding streams.  The city should 
continue to pursue the development and adoption of updated storm water management policies 
for existing and new development.  

The city should strive for the development of innovative storm water management techniques 
during the development of new city facilities and new subdivision applications.  These facilities 
can serve multiple functions beyond the provision of storm water management.  Well-designed 
facilities can improve the aesthetics of a development and provide a gathering or recreation space 
within a neighborhood.  The integration of park land with the development of regional detention 
can provide for a destination within the area and provide for improved maintenance versus a 
stand-alone storm water facility.  

Reduce Vehicle Miles Traveled 
Reducing the amount that the average person or household drives each day is another way to 
make the community more environmentally friendly.  Through street and neighborhood design 
principles and access to transit services, the city can work towards reducing the vehicular miles 
traveled, and in doing so, help create a more physically active and healthier community.  

• Access to Transit Services – Cities Area Transit (CAT) is the public transportation provider 
for the cities of East Grand Forks and Grand Forks.  A total of thirteen routes are operated 
six days a week to provide an alternative form of transportation for residents of the region.  
Currently CAT routes 10 and 11 service portions of East Grand Forks with connections to 
the Metro Transit Center (MTC) in Grand Forks.  The City of East Grand Forks should 
continue to participate in planning activities with CAT as growth continues within the 
community to ensure that access is available for residents. 
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• Safe Routes to School – There are multiple public and private educational institutions 
within the City of East Grand Forks.  The continued use of a safe routes to school program 
will identify improvements aimed at increasing the safety for students and other 
pedestrians while commuting to and from the schools, making it easier for students to walk 
and bike to school rather than being dropped off. 

• Traffic Calming – The calming of traffic on neighborhood streets can be achieved by the 
continued planting of boulevard trees and by making local streets and neighborhood 
collector streets no wider than necessary.  Sidewalks are required along all city streets, 
providing for multiple modes of travel and reducing traffic speeds.  These conditions 
encourage walking and biking.  

• Compact Urban Form – As the city continues to grow, the avoidance of sprawling forms of 
development within and adjacent to the city is important.  This includes excessively large 
residential lots and groups of individual sites that string out along a corridor.  Compact 
urban development result in fewer vehicle miles traveled by residents of the community.   

• Mixed Land Use – The mixing of land uses can be achieved in two forms – mixed used 
structures/developments and the introduction of neighborhood services within residential 
areas.  The purpose of blending land uses is to place compatible commercial land uses in 
close proximity to residential land uses to create a vibrant walkable neighborhood.  Mixed-
use developments are currently allowed within the C-1 Downtown Commercial zoning 
district with the construction of vertical structures (commercial on the ground floor and 
residential on the upper floors).  Typically a higher level of residential density is applied to 
add to the feasibility of the commercial uses, and the arrangement of the land uses is such 
that the commercial uses are visible and accessible to other surrounding neighborhoods.  
Commercial uses can also be mixed into a neighborhood through the placement of 
standalone neighborhood commercial developments that provide access to goods and 
services at a smaller scale. 
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